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If you would turn in your Bibles to Matthew, chapter 6. We’ll be in Matthew chapter 6 verses 9-13. 

We’re in week two of a series on the Apostles’ Creed. As I said last week, we needed to cover a couple of things about the Apostles’ Creed before we really dive into our text. 

The Apostles’ Creed is one of the oldest of the Christian creeds. Dating back to as early as 150AD.

Christians globally have used the Apostles’ Creed in two main ways. It has been used to correct error, and it has also been used as a part of a spiritual formation plan for the people of God. 

Now, it is also important for you to understand that I am not preaching the Apostles’ Creed but rather preaching the Bible.

The creeds have no authority unto themselves except the authority they derive from the Word of God. Creeds point outside of themselves to the ultimate authority, which is the Word of God. 

The way to think about the relationship between the creeds and the Bible is maybe to think about the relationship between the sun and the moon. 

The sun has all the light and all the heat, and the moon, where it appears to have light and appears to have heat, it is borrowing that or taking that from the sun. The moon simply reflects light of the sun. 

The creeds reflect too. They have no light, no heat of their own. 
We said last week that the reason we are doing this sermon series is because the creed will help with symmetry. It will help shape us as more fully formed followers of Jesus Christ. 

We said that it would provide some clarity. There are some false assumptions and thinking about the Godhead that we need to correct, and the creed will help us do that. 

We talked about understanding more fully what the community of the saints are, and the creed will help us do that. 

Finally, how we counsel ourselves and others will be directly affected by our understanding of the Word of God as the creed presents it. 

That’s the Apostles’ Creed and why we’re in it. One more thing. 

Last week I pointed out that the Apostles’ Creed begins with two word that are very significant, “I believe,” not, “I know.” 

The reason that’s so important is because there are two ways for you to know truth. You know in your mind, and that’s called understanding, or you can know in your heart, and that’s called believing. 

The best way for you to understand this is this way. You can know things in your mind, and those have no effect on how you live your life. 

Belief is different in that belief drives the actions of our lives. Knowing in your head is not the same thing as believing in your heart. 

As Christians we are called to do both, but the creed says, “I believe. I believe in my heart. I don’t just know in my head.” 

This belief is what drives us as the people of God. 

If you don’t mind, as it comes up on the screen, let’s read the Apostles’ Creed together.

 “I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits on the right hand of the Father almighty, from whence he shall come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of the saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.” 

Thank you. 

I believe in what? I believe in “God the Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth.” 

Now, it’s important to know that the Christian view of the God is that God is three distinct persons and yet is one. This is called the Trinity. 

There is God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit. That is tremendously important in the shaping of the Christian heart and head. 

We are going to focus our attention on the person of God the Father. In particularly will focus on two main truths about our God.

First, our God is an infinitely powerful, and secondly God is an intensely personal Father. 

Now, with that said, let’s read Matthew 6, starting in verse 9. 

This is Jesus teaching people how to pray. Jesus, God the Son, the second person of the Trinity, part of that Godhead, prays to God the Father. 
Stating in Matthew 6:9 Jesus says, “Pray then like this: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 10 Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 11 Give us this day our daily bread, 12 and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

What we see here in this prayer is our Father, our God being infinitely powerful while simultaneously being intensely personal. 

Let’s look back up at the beginning of the prayer. “Our Father…” 

Now, it was not uncommon in the ancient Near East in the first century for pagan peoples to claim their god was their father. The people of Rome considered Zeus to be their father. 

What Jesus does here is completely different. He doesn’t talk about father in the Zeus-like way. If you remember, Zeus is the kind of dad you don’t really want to play with. 

He’s always just waiting for you to mess up. He has a lightning bolt in his hand, just knowing you’re going to do it, and just waiting for you. 

That’s not what Jesus is doing when he introduces the concepts of God as Father, Abba –daddy. 

You see here that there is a tenderness to our God that is personal, intensely personal, that only the Christian God in the ancient Near East was one who loved his people and sought their good. 

Yet, if this prayer was, “Our Father who art in the living room,” then it would lose its power because God is not just intensely personal, but he is infinitely powerful. 

What you get here is, “Our Father in heaven…” so that the location of God is transcendent. 
God is everywhere at once, and yet there is a special location in the universe where God reigns and rules from in a special way. 

This is a God who is infinitely powerful and yet intensely personal. He’s our Father, our dad, but this is his realm, his rule. It’s epic. It’s infinite. 

There’s nothing he cannot do. 

Look where it goes next. “Our Father in heaven, hallowed [set apart, revered and respected] hallowed be your name”…your character, nature, essence, name represents all that you are.

Here’s another example of our Father being infinitely powerful. 

Throughout the Scriptures and really throughout human history, the name of our God is hallowed, revered. It has weight to it. 

There is a type of fear at his immensity that is a good kind of fear. 

That’s why in the Old Testament, he says, “Don’t take the name of the Lord your God in vain.” This means more than just not using it as a curse words. 

Don’t be flippant about the things of God. God is serious. Don’t take it lightly. Don’t take his name lightly. Don’t take his renown lightly. 

From there Jesus goes on; “Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” 

Here’s the thing about the kingdom of God. The kingdom of God is inaugurated in the first coming of Jesus Christ. 

Jesus declared during His earthly ministry that the Kingdom of God was at hand. Through faith in Him we now have access and are a part of the Kingdom of God.
When Christ returns, at the end of this age, He will set up the Kingdom of God, the new earth and the new heaven.

Think about how the Bible describes what the Kingdom of God will be like.  

The wolf and the lamb lie down together. There will be peace in the animal kingdom. 

We will see that the deserts blossom with roses. Now, I know some of you have some pretty green green thumb. Okay, green thumb. Let’s make the desert bloom with roses. You just can’t do it. God can. 

What kind of infinitely powerful God can restore peace among the animal kingdom, can make the deserts bloom with rose, and then kill death. Who can kill death? 

How infinitely powerful must you be to tell death, “Yeah, you can’t do that anymore”? 

The Bible says that all our remembrances of the former things will go away. There will be no more crying, no more tears, no more death, and no more disease. 

How infinitely powerful is our Father that this is what his kingdom looks like as it is rolled out, the death of death? 

God is infinitely powerful.

Then the prayer moves to intensely personal. “Give us this day our daily bread…” 

It’s not saying, “God, give me all I want.” It’s saying that since God is an intensely personal God, he’s going to give you want you need. 

I’m going to say something bold, but I have to love you enough to say it. 

It is only a selfish, unloving father who always says yes. Loving fathers don’t say yes to all their children’s desires, because children’s desires are immature and will ultimately harm them if we say yes to everything. 

The most loving thing a loving, personal father can do is go, “Nope. I’ll be the killjoy here for your joy. I’ll be the bad guy for your safety. I’ll take your scorn for your own good. 

I’ll do it. I’ll absorb it. I’ll absorb your little poutiness. I’ll absorb your, ‘I can’t believe you. I’ll take it so that you survive, so that you grow healthy. 

I know there are times when I look back on my life and I have had to say “thank you God, my Father, for saying no to that.”

Our daily bread is not that God gives you everything you want; it’s that he gives you what you actually need. 

From there, the prayer stays intensely personal. Jesus moves and prays, “…and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.” 

Now, this word debtors in the Greek is a marvelous word. 

How many of you memorized the Lord’s Prayer growing up or in your home, and it didn’t say debts, but it said trespasses? Look around. 

How many of you it wasn’t trespasses, but it was just sins? “Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who have sinned against us.” How many of you were on sins? Okay. 

The reason why all of those words were used and all of those words were right is that all of those meanings are compact in the Greek word we see there. 
What it means is that all of sin, all sin, whether internal or external, sins of commission…sins where I do what I know is wrong…or sins of omission…sins where I don’t do what I know is right all are first and foremost against God. 

We sin primarily against God, and yet, when the sons and daughters of God sin against a loving, infinitely powerful, intensely personal Father, there is collateral damage. 

Look, to rebel against this infinitely powerful, intensely personal God means there are going to be some ramifications on your marriage, in your family, at work, in your relationships. 

Why this prayer is so intensely personal is that the gospel steps into our rebellion against God and heals it with the forgiveness of Christ (sermon next weekend, spoiler alert) and then not only reconciles us to the Father but then begins to reconcile us to one another. 

God forgives my sin, heals me, reconciles me to himself, and then reconciles me to others I have sinned against, and who have sinned against me. 

Look, he stays personal. “And lead us not into temptation…” 

First Corinthians 10:13 says, “No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.” 

The reason why I would categorize this as intensely personal is we all struggle with different things. 

For some of us, there is this serious temptation toward one thing that might not even be on the radar of someone else. 

You may not struggle with the temptation for ice cream like some of us but you are tempted just like me.

See, when this prayer says, “Lead me not into temptation,” that’s intensely personal. God knows your iniquity, your bent, what you struggle with. 

The Bible promises that our loving, intensely personal, infinitely powerful God has given us a way out. You’ll never be tempted beyond what you can bear. 

More often than not though, when you give yourself over to sin, you have not taken the eject button he gave you way earlier in the process. 

It’s intensely personal. Then the prayer ends with his infinite power. 

Let’s read on; “And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.” 

How many of you, when you memorized this, memorized, “…deliver us from the evil one”? 

That is in the Greek phrase there also. Here’s what I love about the Bible and when it comes to God and Satan and angels and demons. 

There is no dualism. This is not a battle between two forces, good and evil and we are not just around waiting to see who wins.

God is the victor! There is not contest. The only reason God allows Satan to continue because God continues to extend grace and the offer of salvation to the lost. 

The only way Satan can have the victory in our lives is when we yield to him and not to God. 
Now, we said last week that we spend time in the creed, looking at the Word of God through the creed, because it will help us develop symmetry and clarity and understand community and help us counsel.

I want to do this with thinking about and considering that our Father, our God, is infinitely powerful and yet an intensely personal Father. 

Let’s talk symmetry. If you remember what I mean by symmetry, is balance and proportion. When the football player goes to the weight room if he only works the upper body his arms might be strong but his legs will be weak and he’ll get taken down with the slightest takel.

We want to have good symmetry as Christians. When we’re thinking about God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, infinitely powerful, intensely personal, how do we develop symmetry? 

Maybe you’re in here, and you tend to think of God as all-powerful, but the personal is what you struggle with. 

Your Christian life looks a lot like a checklist of things to do because the foundation of your understanding of the Christian faith is, “Don’t upset him. Do what’s right.” 

Now, there’s nothing wrong with pursuing holiness. There’s nothing wrong with pursuing what the Bible clearly lays out as the path of life, and yet simultaneously you must not reject that the Bible clearly teaches about God’s delight in you, his pleasure in you, and his desire to commune with you. 

You do not have a father who is in heaven saying, “Do what I say, and then leave me alone.” 

On the other side of things, maybe that’s not your issue. Maybe you understand God to be intensely personal, but you have no holy fear or reverence for him. 
Maybe you kind of know God like you know Abraham Lincoln. You know some facts about him, but he doesn’t shape or direct your life. 

He’s intensely personal. “Yeah, I love God, His protection, His blessings” but you don’t have that reverence and awe of him, then that’s something that needs to be nurtured and developed. 

Then on clarity, some falsely lean toward what is called deism. Deism is not Christianity. Deism is the thought that an all-powerful, infinite god created, started the engine, and then has walked away and then let it run. 

He’s not intimately acquainted with us. He doesn’t really care about what is going on here on earth. He started it and now he is off doing his thing so. “Eat, drink, and be merry, for tomorrow you die.” 

Some of you need the clarity that if you believe that, you can’t say you’re a Christian because that’s not what Christians believe. We’re not deists. 

Another way we need clarity is that some believe God is not judge at all. In fact, this is a very popular notion about God. He is really not going to judge sinners.

If you say, “God is a God of love. He would never have any wrath,” you miss the reality that those two have to coincide. You can’t have love without wrath. 

If you did, it would be a cheap, meaningless love that is not driven to utilize its power to defend.

If you want to emasculate the God of the universe… “Oh, you would never get upset with sin.” That means he doesn’t love you. 

“He would never rightly and justly judge people who rebel against him.” Yes, he would because he is so intensely personal, because he loves you deeply. 

The sin that infects and breaks you and causes carnage around you, he hates that sin. If God loves you, he will expose your secret sin. 

I’m telling you, brother and sister, God is a just, right judge, and the only way out from under that judgment is the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the Son. 

Next week’s sermon. This is the kind of clarity we need. You can’t say, “God is a God of love. He would never judge sin.” 

Yes, he would because he is a God of love. We’re not deists. We believe he’s intensely personal. This is what Christians have historically believed. 

Now, when it comes to community, it’s important to note that God has not just called us to himself, but he’s called us to one another. 

If you look around…we’re from different backgrounds. Some of us grew up in Christian homes where we were nurtured. Others of us didn’t. 

Some of us have been saved 20 years. Some of us have been saved 20 days. 

We have had different experiences, different backgrounds, and different educational levels. 

What makes us family, what makes us the community of saints, as the creed will say later, is our shared Father, this intensely personal, infinitely powerful Father. 

When we gather as the family, when we recite the creed together, when we hear our voices as we sing, when we gather in groups in homes during the week, we testify that we are a family of faith, brought together by this Father, this infinitely powerful, intensely personal Father. 

Lastly, on counsel, if God the Father almighty is infinitely powerful and intensely personal, that should shape how we counsel ourselves and others. 

How many of you this week just stressed, like, “I’m not going to make it, man. I’m freaking out.” How many of you hit that wall this week? 

How many of you had someone come to you and go; “I’m freaking out, man. I’m not going to make it.” 

If God is infinitely powerful and intensely personal, that should shape our reaction in the day of trouble. 

Be encouraged. When you are struggling with anxiety or fear, and stop and wait. Tell yourself no I am not going to go there. God is infinitely powerful and intensely personal. 

This is not a magic pill, a one-time act. Sometimes, it’s very much a wrestle. If King David can say in the Psalms, “Why are you downcast, O my soul?” He is arguing with his own thoughts and heart. 

Surely, we will wrestle ourselves. This will inform not only how we counsel ourselves but how we counsel others. 

Let me just end like this. This is the question I think you have to wrestle with. Do you believe that God is good? Don’t be too quick to say, “God is good. God is good all the time.” No, no, no. Do you really believe? 

Do you believe…? Not know. Do you believe that he’s good, and do you believe God is for you and not against you, regardless of life’s circumstances? 

If you can settle that, then you can join with the refrain of Christians across 2,000 years of history who said, “I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.” 

Let’s pray. 

Benediction  
“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.” (Num. 6:24-26) 
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